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Welcome back SGC friends!  I am looking forward to cooler weather 
as well as more fun and energetic garden club activities.   

September is a time for renewal and change for gardeners.  We 
renew our gardens, lawns and make additions to our landscaping. It’s a 
great time to try something new at SGC.  There are many volunteer 
activities offered, please consider sharing your talents and time with other 
club members to better our community and have fun.  It’s a great way to 
make new friends. The point is, how much you benefit from being a 
member is dependent on you.   

Speaking of friends…we welcome guests and potential members at 
all of our meetings.  If you know of someone who enjoys gardening and 
designing flowers invite them to a meeting.  Our involvement in many 
worthwhile community and educational projects may be of interest to 
prospective members.  It’s a great package deal.   

Martie and Connie have had a busy summer securing programs, 
tours and workshops for our upcoming year.  They have included a 
variety of design, education, and horticulture experiences.  It’s an exciting 
and fun time to be a member of SGC.  For specific descriptions, dates, 
and times, please refer to your yearbook and Mums the word.  Lots of 
good happenings coming up.   

Meg Winn, and her 
Civic Beautification team, 
have continued to keep our 
little part of the world a more 
beautiful place.  Gardens 
under their care have 
continued to bloom with their 
watering, weeding and gift of 
time.  I am very excited to let 
you know of their new 
project – Plant Together. 

Today’s Program: 

“How to Excel in Botanical Arts 

Division – You be the Judge”        

          by 

   Peyton Wells, 

   Peyton Wells 

       Design 
 

 



It will involve planting hardy plants from our gardens at the REDS 
playground gate at Redeemer and also near the outdoor classroom.  
More details about this project will follow.   

Our education coordinator has activities and dates planned being 
very conscious of the safety of our members and the people we serve.  
Please see mums the word and the yearbook for details. 

Many thanks to Gayle Walters and Becky Sido for keeping our 
website functioning and up to date. You can always check for dates, 
descriptions, other information, and pay via PayPal here under the 
Members only section.  Go to SalisburyGardenClub.com, members only 
site.  The pass word is SGC50.  Paying via PayPal is easy and 
immediate.  We do ask that you check the box that you agree to pay the 
small service fee for this easy way to make financial transactions. 

Linda Nau has once again produced a SAR of National Garden 
Clubs, VFGC, and Piedmont District award winning yearbook.  Please 
take time to read it over. Many, if not all, of your garden club questions 
can be found in its’ pages.  Our Mum’s The Word monthly newsletter 
contains the most updated information on SGC happenings plus 
gardening tips and facts. 

There are also new developments on the administration side of 
SGC.  Our Bylaws and Standing Rules have been updated and can be 
found in the yearbook.  The Board hopes that updating these rules will 
clarify business procedures for everyone.  Please take time to read these 
changes in your yearbook.   

Looking forward to sharing with you all of our club’s activities.   
Bee Grateful, Keep Busy, Create a Buzz, Bee-lieve in yourself. 

 
Bright Beams, 
Janice 
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PIEDMONT DISTRICT FALL MEETING – OCTOBER 18 

The Fall District meeting will be held on 

Monday, October 18 at the Four Points 

Sheraton on Midlothian Pike.  There will be a 

great program, shopping and lunch.  Brenda  
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McManaway, the featured presenter, will give a 

program titled “Fabulous Fall Floristry”.  Brenda 

is an NGC Floral Design Master Judge and 

creates designs for VMFA Fine Arts & Flowers 

and Creative Floral Arrangers of America.  For 

more information, see Footprints – Fall 2021 on 

the Piedmont District website, www.piedmontdistrictvfgc.org. 

The cost is $30 per person, which includes lunch.  If you’d 

like to attend, just complete the coupon on the sign-up sheet or 

pay using PayPal on our SGC website 

(www.salisburygardenclub.com).  The deadline for our SGC group 

reservation is September 15, but you may register as in individual 

until October 7. 

 

VIRGINIA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS NEWS 

Two new projects:  VFGC Pride 

Decals are a way to increase VFGC visibility 

and show our pride in our wonderful 

organization.  Cost if $3 each or two for $5.  

Order from Barbara Hollister 

(budhollister@gmail.com) or Mary Owen (rxowen@aol.com).  

VFGC Plastic Film Recycling project.  Each club that wishes 

to participate can register at www.trex.com.  See info in the Fall 

edition of Old Dominion Gardener (virginiagardenclubs.org) 

on page 10. 

VFGC will once again have a booth and activities at 

the Virginia State Fair on September 27 (3-7 PM) and 

September 28 (10 AM – 2 PM).  If you’d like to volunteer or 

would like more information, constac Judy Durant at 

jgdurant@verizon.net. 

Landscape Design School, Course 3 will be held at 

the Four Points by Sheraton near the Richmond Airport on 

October 11-12.  For details about registration, itinerary, 

instructor profiles, see the Fall edition of the Old Dominion 

Gardener (virginiagardenclubs.org) on pages 24-27 
-4- 



NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK   
 

National Garden week, June 6-

12, was a great success.  Throughout 

the week we tried to promote the 

importance of gardening and the 

contributions made by gardeners by 

trying to do something each day.   

We placed educational displays 

in three libraries:  Bon Air, Midlothian and Powhatan.  Thank 

you, Becky Sido, Nancy Scherer, and Donna Cottingham.  

Nineteen 

members 

met at 

The Park 

to make 

80 mini 

bouquets 

that went to Brookdale Retirement Home.  Many members 

brought flowers and greenery from their gardens.  Meg Winn 

made a large flower design for 

the foyer of Spring Arbor 

Retirement Home.  Four 

members met at Spring Arbor 

Memory Care Unit and planted 

three large pots for their 

garden.  We also did some 

pruning of the raised beds and 

hanging baskets.  We also worked at our beautification sites 

weeding and pruning.  Thank you to everyone who helped to 

make National Garden Week a success. 

 

Here we grow again…please welcome our newest 

members: Heather Anderson, Mary Arakelian,         

Lili Aram-Bost, Susan Congrove,       

Sue McKnight, and Lynn Neviaser. 

Their contact information is  

in our Yearbook. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

AWARDS – Sue Lindsay 

Congratulations to our club for additional awards won:  National 
Garden Clubs Commendations (2nd place) for Membership 
Activities and for National Garden Week.  South Atlantic Region 
Certificate of Merit (1st place) for our Yearbook. 

 
CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

Our gardens bloomed nicely over the summer with a little 
maintenance and supplemental water at the Anniversary Garden and 

Redeemer courtyard.  We 
planted profusion zinnias at 
the Post Office during 
Garden Week in June – 
usually these beauties 
bloom until frost and we 
often garner compliments 

for our seasonal color there.  We also transplanted hellebores from 
Deirdre Knight’s garden into the Anniversary Garden in July.  

National Garden Week, the first week in June, actually begins 
our club year for civic beautification.  It was a particular success 
thanks to Candy Nasser's thorough planning.  A bonus was that the 
Midlothian Post Office held a dedication ceremony and SGC 
participated in the extra efforts to make the  
grounds look their best.  (Ask Candy about 
spotting Bill Nye, the science guy, among the  
attendees!)  

Our whole team is returning with an  
additional co-chair for the Anniversary Garden  
and National Garden Week. 

Doris Wier will co-chair with DanaDee Carragher  
at the Anniversary Garden; Kerri Butler will co-chair with Candy 
Nasser for National Garden Week; Dawn Lerch and Peggy Young – 
Redeemer Courtyard and Gardens; Barbara Metz and Kerri Butler – 
Midlothian Post Office; Connie Sorrell – Daffodil Project; Lorna 
Boucher and Barbara Metz – Salisbury Christmas Decorating; and 
Meg Winn – Wishing Well Park, Midlothian Fire Station, and 
Suburban Mobile Village. 

We also have a new project – Plant Together.  It will involve 
planting hardy plants from our gardens at the REDS playground gate 
and near their outdoor classroom. We will be coordinating our efforts 
with the school director, Julia Dorsey, as we augment the existing 
landscape. 
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We have one workday coming up on September 30th and lots in 
October, including our Annual Daffodil Project on October 26. Our 
workdays were well attended last year and I think our email system 
for signups is working well – refer to the signup info sheet on page 13 
for contact details. 

Please come out and help where you can.  We also value 
suggestions, plant donations, and moral support! 
 

EDUCATION – Camille Archie 

Many thanks to the ladies that are chairing our education 
projects. 
        Bickford                             Linda OMara 
        Spring Arbor                   JJ Jordan 
        Redeemer Preschool     Vicki McGonegal 
        Gardening Enrichment   Becky Sido 
        Southampton                   Peggy Young 
        Community Hospice House       Catherine Barnes 
        Veterans Art for the Journey      Camille Archie 
 

Our first projects for the year are Spring Arbor on October 5th 
at 10:00am and Redeemer Preschool on October 28th at 10:00. 
Please contact me and the appropriate chairman if you would like to 
volunteer – see contact info on the signup sheet page 13.  Hopefully, 
we will be able to enjoy all our planned projects this year but if COVID 
cases continue to increase we will adjust the dates to protect all. 
 

EXHIBITS – Kathy Ward and Joanne Wallace 

Calling All Novices!  In our monthly meeting exhibits, there will 

now be a novice design class.  Only those who have not earned a 

blue ribbon in a garden club design exhibit may enter the novice 

class.  (Of course, “novices” are welcome to enter any other class, if 

they so choose.)  The thought behind the novice class is that the 

judges will be able to better offer comments to help novices, if they 

know you are just beginning to learn about floral design. 

We are looking forward to being able to meet in person once 

again AND to be able to enjoy everyone’s horticulture and design 

exhibits.  Thanks to all who participated in today’s exhibits. 

  
The Board wishes to thank Janice Beatty for 

hosting our September board meeting.  We 

all enjoyed being together outside – and 

especially delighted in seeing Janice’s 

amazing gardens!                   
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A Gardener’s Trunk or Treat!! 

     Wednesday, October 27th at 3:30 PM 
 

Our annual Gardener’s 
Exchange will be held on 
October 27th in the rear 
parking lot, by Wishing Well 
Park, at the Church of the 
Redeemer.   Fill the back of 

your car with items you would like to give away - plants, 
books, magazines, vases, design materials, seeds, just about 
anything gardening or design 
related.   Please try to be in 
place by 3:30 pm and just open 
your trunk to display what you 
have brought.  All members are 
encouraged to attend whether 
they have items to share or not.  
It should be a good time for us to socialize outside and also 
get some much-needed gardening and design inspiration. 
 

Joanne Wallace, Exhibits Co-Chairman 
 

Gardening Enrichment Project 2021-2022 

This year we are continuing our Gardening Enrichment 

Program with Homework Helpers. Homework Helpers is an 

after-school activity that pairs a high school student with 

an elementary student from a disadvantaged area in 

Chesterfield, with support from adult volunteers. 

Throughout the year we will provide 3-4 enriching gardening 

experiences for 50, k- 5 students from the Suburban Village 

Mobile Home Community. We will meet at Stony Point 

Church, 2330 Buford Rd, Room 206 – Mondays and Tuesdays. 
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The first Gardening Enrichment Program will focus 
on Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl and their Poster 
Contest. After learning about fire prevention and basic 
environmental conservation principles, the children will 
create posters of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl showing an 
one child win the Piedmont District poster contest. 
Updated contest rules haven’t come out yet, but they are 
usually due to Piedmont in early January. This is 
scheduled for November 29 and 30. 

Our other activities this club 
year will be Kitchen Scrap 
Gardening, Winter Seed Sowing, 
and repurposing Bai plastic 
bottles as an unbreakable vase.   
Look for details on these projects 
in upcoming newsletters. 

Becky Sido, Chairman 

 

 

The Story Behind the Renaming of One of 

our Beautification Sites 

On June 11, 2021, the Salisbury Garden Club Civic 

Beautification site Midlothian Post Office was officially 

dedicated and renamed the Dorothy 

Braden Bruce Post Office in a ceremony 

that included U.S. Representative Abigail 

Spanberger, Bill Nye, and Liza Mundy, the 

author who told her story.  
At a time when only 4% of American 

women graduated from a four-year 

college, Dorothy “Dot” Bruce earned her 

degree in English from Randolph Macon 

Women’s College. 

In 1942, the U.S. Army Signal Corps’ Signal Intelligence 

Service recruited Bruce as a cryptanalyst for the war effort.  She 

arrived in Arlington Hall, near Washington DC, where she was 

sworn to secrecy.  Among a group of nearly 10,000 women  
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graduates, Bruce deciphered codes to 

identify the location of enemy supply 

ships.  Years later, the US government 

would applaud these women for their 

service to our country, having shortened 

the war efforts by approximately two 

years. 

For decades, Bruce did not reveal 

her role in the war – not even to her 

husband, children, or grandchildren.  

When the National Security Agency 

declassified the top-secret files detailing the groundbreaking work 

of women codebreakers during World War II, author Liza Mundy 

approached Bruce to discuss her story – which is featured in the 

bestselling book Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American 

Women Code Breakers of World War II.  Bruce was 97 years 

old when she finally shared the story with the world. 

Bruce was a dedicated member of our Central Virginia 

Community.  She worked as an educator and raised a loving 

family.  Bruce passed away in 2019, leaving behind her an 

incredible legacy of courage, determination, and service to 

country. 

DanaDee Carragher, Contributing writer 

and excerpts from the Dorothy Braden Bruce dedication 

 

 

Three-Minute Tip by J. J. Jordan 

Now that we are beginning to put our gardens “to bed’ for 
this season, we will all be using our Atlas gloves.  If you are like 
me, I am always looking for them because I just take them off 
and throw them in whatever 
bucket or basket I am using at the 
time.  Frequently I’ll have one 
hand in one color glove and the 
other hand in a different color.  A 
recent article in “Garden Gate” 
suggested using a length of twine and a few clip type clothes 
pins to make a hanging system where your gloves are always at 
hand and you can easily keep pairs together.   
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To make this simple system, attach the length of twine to 
your tool organizer or to the wall where your garden tools are 
stored.  At glove length intervals tie on the clothes pins or other 
types of clips.  When you are finished with you gloves simply 
clip them on to the twine.  Your gloves will be in plain sight and 
organized.  I often wash or rinse my gloves after using them.   
This makes it easy to dry gloves as well. 

Happy gardening, but be sure to protect your hands with 
your Atlas gloves.  
 

 “Pollinators Rock” by Janice:  Worldwide,  

at least thirty percent of 1500 crop plant 

species depend on pollination by bees  

and other insects. 

 

 

Time to assess and plan. . . 

This is the perfect time of year to assess what went right so 

you can do it again next summer and what went wrong so you can 

fix the problem or try something 

else next summer. I was 

disappointed in my cosmos this 

summer mostly because I didn’t 

plant any. I am going to make 

sure I have some next summer. I 

also had a lean year for 

hydrangea blooms. So I hit the 

books and made a list of things to do to encourage blooms.  
 

First is to give them enough light. Sound logical. I planted 

most of my hydrangeas in a newly created shade garden. It is now 

a decade or more later, and the trees adjacent to the shade 

garden have grown – a lot putting my shrubs in deep shade. I plan 

to move some of them and thin several trees to let more light into 

that entire garden. The second thing is to increase the fertilizer. A 

good dose of super phosphate in the fall will encourage blooming.  
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I recently read that heucheras are shallow rooted and tend 

to heave out of the ground during the freezing and thawing cycles 

in winter. This can leave their roots exposed to freezing – and 

dying. I have several that are 

struggling and this could be the 

problem. I plan to add mulch to 

those plants so they are 

protected.  

In a sneak attack a neighbor 

has just lost her entire lawn to 

fall armyworms. In fact, they 

aren’t worms but the larval 

stage of the fall armyworm moth, a green caterpillar with a dark 

head. They change to brown with a white stripe on the side and a 

reddish-brown head as they grow to over an inch long. They are 

most active in the early morning and late evening and can cause 

significant damage to a lawn.  

Natural enemies are wasp and fly parasites, ground beetles, 

birds, rodents and skunks. Call the Chesterfield Cooperative 

Extension Office at 804 751-4401 if you suspect you are under 

attack. Several surrounding states have an increasing problem 

with armyworms including Tennessee and West Virginia. 

Make a list of what you want in 

your garden next year or even this 

winter so you can get started on it. I 

want more cutting flowers so will 

work on that and have some 

significant pruning to do on old, 

overgrown shrubs.  

That’s it. If I make the list too long, it will never happen.  

Susan Nienow, Master Gardener 
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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SIGNUP INFO 

Please contact chairmen directly if you can 

participate in their workday/project. 
 

(Note: Refer to project page number in the Yearbook for a description 

of each project. Also, see Mum’s the Word pages 6-7) 

 

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION WORKDAYS: 
 
Sept. 30, Thurs, 10:30 AM – Church of the Redeemer (p 28)  

Peggy Young (anpyoung1@msn.com, 272-3402)  

 

Oct. 4, Mon, 9:00 AM – Suburban Mobile Village (p32) 

Meg Winn (winn.meg@gmail.com, 594-0570)  

 

Oct. 5, Tues, 9:00 AM – Midlothian Post Office (p 24-25) 

Barbara Metz (barbarahmetz@yahoo.com, 794-6376)  

Kerri Butler (elanamoo1@hotmail.com, 703-473-8874) 

 

Oct. 6, Wed, 9:00 AM – Wishing Well Park (p 27) 

Meg Winn (winn.meg@gmail.com, 594-0570)  

 

Oct. 11, Mon, 9:00 AM – Midlothian Fire Station (p 28-29) 

Meg Winn (winn.meg@gmail.com, 594-0570)  

 

Oct. 14, Thurs, 9:30 AM – Church of the Redeemer (p 28)  

Dawn Lerch (dawn50lerch@verizon.net, 379-0319) 

 

Oct. 26, Tues, Time TBD – Annual Daffodil Project (p 30)   

Connie Sorrell (csorrell@comcast.net, 794-8547)  

 

 

EDUCATION PROJECTS – Please contact Camille Archie  

 (mandca@verizon.net)in addition to chairmen  

 

Oct. 5, Tues, 10:00 AM – Spring Arbor Project (p 31-32)  

Jean Jordan (jjafta5@yahoo.com, 379-0226)  

 

Oct. 28, Thurs, 10:00 AM – Redeemer Nature Program (p 25) 

Vicki McGonegal (vicki@mcgonegal.com, 703-281-6051)  
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Next Month’s Program – October 20, 2021 

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer - Coffee 9:30/Meeting 10 AM 

             (See page 86 of your Yearbook for more information) 

 

Program: “Mix and Match” Design Demonstration 

by Julia Clevet, NGC Master Flower Show Judge 
 

Greeter:  Becky Sido 
 

Hostesses:  Nancy Clark, Gerri Gallagher, Nancy Lee,  

Donna Ludwig, Carol Schlichtherle, Becky Sido, 

Judith Smith and Maria Whiteaker 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

30 Church of the Redeemer Workday – 9:30 AM CP15 
 

OCTOBER EVENTS 
 4 Suburban Mobile Village Workday – 9:30 AM CP25 

 5 Midlothian Post Office Workday – 9:30 AM CP7 

5 Spring Arbor Facility Project – 10 AM CP23 
 6 Wishing Well Park Workday – 9:30 AM CP13 

 11 Midlothian Fire Station Workday – 10 AM CP16 
11-12 Landscape Design School, Course III CP11

  Four Points by Sheraton, Richmond Airport   

 12 Anniversary Garden Workday – 9:30 AM CP26 

 13 SGC Board Meeting – 9:30 AM 

   Hostess: Connie Sorrell and Lorna Boucher  

 14 Church of the Redeemer Workday – 9:30 AM CP15 

 18 Piedmont District Fall Meeting CP1 

   Four Points by Sheraton, Midlothian  

 20 SGC General Meeting – 9:30 AM CP4  

20-24 Fine Arts & Flowers at VMFA 

 26 Annual Daffodil Project – 10 AM CP19 

 27 Gardener’s Exchange – Trunk or Treat!! CP5 

   Church back parking lot – 3:30 PM   

 28  Redeemer Preschool Nature Program – 10 AM CP8 

 
Newsletter Editor:  Linda Nau, naule@aol.com 
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