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A Message from SGC President, Janice Beatty. . . 

"Go to the winter woods: 
listen there, look, watch, and 

 “the dead months” will give you a subtler secret 
than any you have yet found in the forest." 

 
~ Fiona Macleod, Where the Forest Murmurs 

 
I am currently reading “The Hidden Life of Trees” by Peter 

Wohlleben.  The author explains the amazing process of life, 
death, and regeneration in a forest, but not in text book fashion.  
Using science, he explores the surprising wonders of trees that 
explain how they use scent to talk, and take communal action 
against pests. Who knew? Yes, I am an admitted tree hugger. 
Sometimes it pays to quietly listen. 

Will this current pandemic ever end?  That’s what most of 
us are thinking.  But there is good news on the horizon.  
Vaccinations are amping up and many of our members have 
been able to get their shots. 

We will be able to meet again in person, enjoy each other’s 
company and share gardening talk in the future.  Until then, we 
will provide a modified SGC business meeting and program via 
ZOOM. Martie has provided 
an excellent “How to ZOOM” 
paper, including pictures, in 
a previous e-mail and Gayle 
has added it to our web site 
in the Members Only section.  
Please let one of the Board 
members know if you are 
having trouble with this 
process.  We are moving  

 

Today’s Program: 

 

 

 

by Charlie Morgan, 

Master Gardener 
 



moving into the 21st Century. 
Please see Mum’s the Word for specific details on the 

ongoing activities and committee reports.  
I thank you all for your continued patience and support. 

See you on Zoom Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

Bee positive, bee safe, bee kind. 
 

Bright Beams, 
Janice 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – JUNE 1, 2020 JANUARY 31, 2021 

Prepared by Helen Davison, Treasurer 
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COMMUNITY HOSPICE HOUSE 

On January 28th, twenty-

three garden club ladies 

designed forty-two 

beautiful arrangements 

for the Community 

Hospice House.  Many 

thanks to Donna Ludwig, 

Catherine Barnes, Adele 

Topham, Peggy Young, 

Ronnie O’Keefe, Lorna 

Boucher, Liz Bass, Linda O’Mara, Kerri Shelly, Ellen Pinnow, Doris 

Wier, Helen Davison, DanaDee Carragher, Judith Smith, Lynn 

Neviaser, Katie Conschafter, Nancy Scherer, Barbara Metz, Janice 

Beatty, Martie Parch, Connie Sorrell, Meg Winn, Becky Sido. Their 

generous contribution was an amazing gift to extremely ill patients. 

Flowers bring joy to everyone and our garden club continues to 

share this joy throughout our community. Thank you, ladies! 

Camille Archie, Chairman 
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Committee reports 

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

The remaining lights, wreaths, and garland at the Salisbury 
entrances and signs were removed on January 29th.  Thanks to 
Lorna Boucher, Barbara Metz, Vicki McGonegal, Becky Sido, Kerri 
Butler, and Anne McCormick for completing this holiday project. 
Next, we await emerging daffodils at various sites including 
Redeemer church, Brigstock entrance, and Midlothian Post 
Office.  

Our beautification workdays begin again in March – see the 
sign-up information on page 13 of Mum’s for the beautification 
locations, dates, and times.  

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE – Lorna Boucher 

2020 was a thoroughly problematic and unhappy year for 
many people all over the world. 

Our SGC Executive Board members have done a magnificent 
job of keeping people in touch and informed by whatever means 
were possible.  Members have even been able to view some 
excellent programs via Zoom.  Many thanks, Katie and the 
Zooming department.  

As a result of these extenuating circumstances and your vote 
of approval, we asked each Executive Board Member if she would 
be willing to serve for a further term.  All six of these ladies have 
kindly agreed to do so.  Therefore, the slate of elected officers for 
2021-2022 is as follows: 

 

 President                                                Janice Beatty 
1st Vice-President – Programs (Joint)  Martie Parch &  

                                                                          Connie Sorrell 
2nd Vice-President – Membership        Barbara Metz 
Treasurer                                              Helen Davison 
Corresponding Secretary                Fran Judd 
Recording Secretary                          Katie Conschafter  
 

As SGC’s normal tenure for Executive Officers is two years, 
this arrangement is purely a sensible and viable expedient to 
cover those extenuating circumstances brought about by the 
Covid 19 virus and should not set a precedent to our Bylaws. 

Many thanks to Committee Members Camille Archie, Jean 
Jordan and Karen Rice. 
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PROGRAMS – Martie Parch & Connie Sorrell 

Our program today is about “Mistaken 
Identity”. Charlie Morgan, from Chesterfield 
Master Gardeners, will be speaking to us about 
invasive plants and their alternatives. Check your 
email for the Zoom notice for this. We hope you all 
will “zoom” in and join us! 

Next month, on Wednesday, 
March 17th our program will feature Leslie 
Harris from Harris Nurseries in Charlottesville. Leslie 
is an accomplished horticulturist and nurserywoman 
who will help us get our gardens ready for spring. 
What a happy sounding word…spring! 

We have a wonderful program 
in April with David Pippin. More on that later!  
In May, we will tour the Native Plant 
Trail with Richard Ayers from Goochland Powhatan 
Master Gardeners and a self-guided tour of the 
historic Garden there. Hopefully, the weather will be 
nice then and more vaccines will be distributed so 

we can enjoy lunch on the picnic tables there. More details soon! 
 

WEB SITE – Gayle Walters 

Web Site News!  Several improvements have recently been 

made to the web site in order to make it more user friendly.  There 

are no more drop down tabs but all pages are available from the 

home page with one click.  All wording is now clear as color 

highlighting (other than the occasional yellow) is not being used.  

Information is now disseminated on several different pages to help 

members find the information they need. 

Martie Parch’s excellent information about “How to Zoom” is 

now included on the Members Only tab. 

There is a new “contest” to attract members to the web site, 

which is called “Name That Flower!” where a picture of an 

unusual flower or plant is posted for you to identify.  In the months 

following, you can choose the picture of the flower or plant that 

you have run across with which to try to “stump” the members.   

If you have any questions or concerns about the web site, 

please email Gayle Walters, gaylewalters@msn.com. 
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VIRTUAL DESIGN WORKSHOP 

TUESDAY, MARCH 9 at 2 PM 

 
Join us for a design workshop on ZOOM 

presented by our own Kathy Ward. She will 

teach us how to make a petite design (which is 

harder than you would think!) and a low-profile 

design (a very unique table arrangement). For more 

information about Kathy and the workshop see pages 100-

101 of your Yearbook.  Mark your calendars to attend (for 

free) and look for your ZOOM invitation prior to that date.  

 

Virtual Exhibit Schedule for March 

Thank you to all our members who sent in photos of their 
horticulture, designs and botanical arts in January!  It was wonderful 
to see what everyone had to share. 

We would like to continue using the following procedure for our 
Virtual Exhibits: 

 1. When submitting a horticulture entry photo, please place 
the class and entry’s botanical name in the subject line of your 
email.  For example, “5. Herb - Salvia Rosmarinus” (Botanical names 
are to be in italics.)     

2.  When submitting any entry, please send two photos - one of 
your entry and one of the front of the required card.  Please be sure 
the writing on the card is legible and include your name on the 
card.   

Photos of these exhibits can be seen on our website 

(www.salisburygardenclub.com ) shortly after our regular meeting. 

 

MARCH 2021 EXHIBITS 
 

DESIGN DIVISION 

1. Sweet and Low – Low-Profile Design - Designer’s Choice 

(See Appendix page A14 and Handbook for Flower 

Shows page 78) 
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2. Little Gems - 10” Petite Design - Designer’s Choice - - 

staging panel required 

3. Color My World - All Fresh 

 4. Pride and Joy - Designer’s Choice 

HORTICULTURE DIVISION 

      Specimen 
 1. Narcissus 
 2. Crocus 
 3. Flowering Shrub 
 4. Flowering Tree 
 5. Helleborus 
 6. Tulipa (exhibited with two attached leaves) 

7. Camellia japonica (exhibited in clear glass dish or 
saucer with bloom on a 1” stem with one or 
preferably two leaves) 

 8. Unclassified 
 
BOTANICAL ARTS 

      Design 

 1. Kiss Me, I’m Irish - Exploration/Freedom of Style 

(See Appendix page A13 and Handbook for Flower 

Shows page 94) 

      Horticulture 

2. Arboreal – Naturally Long Branches in Blossom - 30 to 

45”  (See Appendix page A14 and Handbook for Flower 

Shows page 91) 

 

I appreciate so much the many cards 

of condolences and support after the 

death of my sister.  They brought me 

much comfort at a sad time. 

~ Gay Kistler 
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Here we grow again…welcome to 

Kathy Casella     

 

Personal information 

not available for 

web site 

 

 

Janice’s BUZZ Note: The average bee will make 

only 1/12th of a teaspoon of honey in its lifetime. 

 

New Plants to Enjoy. . .  
  All American Selections 

 
As I was searching the internet to find information on some of 
the new plants being introduced this year, I found a great 
resource at all-americanselections.org.  All American 
Selections (AAS) is the oldest independent testing organization 
for new flower and edible plant varieties in North America.  As a 
non-profit organization, they coordinate plant trials across 
the United States and select annual winners from those 
trials.  They evaluate seeds and plants from many well-
known companies (for example, W. Atlee Burpee, Johnny’s 
Selected Seeds, and Ball Seed).  There are even 10 AAS 
Display Gardens in Virginia at sites like Brent & Becky’s 
Bulbs, J. Sargeant Reynold Community College, Willow 
Oaks Country Club, the Hahn Horticultural Gardens at 
Virginia Tech and the Norfolk Botanical Gardens. 
 
On the website, the information on winning plants is 
organized in a manner that make is very easy to use.  You 
can search by type of plant (annuals, perennials, edibles/ 
vegetables, etc), region of the country where the plant does 
best, year award was won, whether it is container suitable, 
whether it is pollinator friendly, etc.    
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Here are a few of the 2021 All American Selections 
Winners: 
 
Celosia Kelos® Candela Pink (Celosia spincata ‘Candela 
Pink’) 
You know it’s good when an AAS 
Judge calls an entry the 
“Energizer Bunny” that just kept 
blooming! Across the board, the 
judges loved the bright pink 
blooms that rose above the 
foliage, almost like a tall, tapered 
candle! Unique, showy plumes of 
pink flowers kept their color all 
season long and the judges agree 
that this is a perfect filler plant to add height and interest to a 
combination container planting. But it is also useful in mass 
plantings, borders, and general garden use. Another added 
bonus: it works as a dried flower.  
 
Available in plant form only, deer resistant, no deadheading 
needed, no staking needed, full to partial sun, medium to dry 
water requirements, 25-30” tall, blooms late spring till frost. 
Bred by Beekenkamp Plants 
 
Zinnia Profusion Red Yellow Bicolor (Zinnia hybrida) 
“JUST SO CUTE! WOW, WOW WOW!” When multiple judges 

write comments like that, it’s no 

surprise that it’s a Gold Medal 

Winner! Introducing…a beautiful 

new bicolor addition to the popular 

Profusion series of zinnias. This 

gorgeous zinnia starts the season 

with a bold vibrant red center ring 

surrounded by golden-yellow outer 

petals. As the season progresses, 

the aging flowers morph into soft, 

beautiful shades of apricot, salmon, and dusty rose to bring a 

plethora of color to the garden, all from one variety! Trial  
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garden visitors clamored over this floriferous and compact plant 

during the summer trials noting how well the plant continued to 

bloom new flowers over  

old so there was never a decline in the beauty presented by 

Profusion Red Yellow Bicolor.  Profusion Red Yellow Bicolor is 

also the recipient of the Fleuroselect Gold Medal award for 

performance in European trials. 

 

Grown from seed, full or part sun, normal water, no 
deadheading needed, no staking needed, 8-14” high mound, 
blooms late spring through fall., pollinator friendly, container 
friendly. Bred by Sakata Seed Corporation 
 
Pepper Pot-a-peno (Capsicumm annuum ‘Pot-a-peno’) 

Pot-a-peno is a fun new jalapeno 
pepper with a compact habit 
perfect for growing in containers 
and hanging baskets. Plentiful 
small, green jalapeño fruits have 
a traditional spicy zip that is 
great in any dish where you want 
a little punch of spice. Simply 
leave the fruit on the vine a few 
extra weeks and they will ripen to 
red for a sweet, spicy flavor. This 
variety is earlier to mature than 

other jalapenos giving you a head start on your garden’s 
harvest. A unique trait of Pot-a-peno is how the fruit hangs 
down beneath the plant making it very easy to harvest without 
damaging the appearance or productivity of the plant. A dense 
foliage canopy makes for an attractive addition to your patio or 
balcony garden. 
 
Full sun, normal water level, 12-15” high, pepper 3-4”, 35-50 
peppers per plant.Bred by PanAmerican Seed Company 
 
(All photos and plant descriptions courtesy of All American 
Selections.) 
 
Kathy Ward, Contributing Writer 
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Invasion of the Killer Plants  

 Wouldn’t you think kudzu might have taught us a lesson 

years ago?  It is easy to forget about kudzu when there are so 

many invasive plants around us today.  Invasive plants can be 

thugs that form gangs and take over a territory.  They displace 

the desirable local species, destroy natural wildlife habitat, and 

degrade land.   

 The Virginia House of Delegates recently passed a 

resolution by a vote of 98 to 0 to study invasive plants, with a 

goal of reducing or eliminating their sale.  It is currently before 

the Senate Rules Committee.  

 There are about 80 plants on the Virginia Department 

of Conservation and Recreation invasive species lists.  Like 

kudzu, many invasive plants are obvious, including Japanese 

honeysuckle and Japanese or Chinese wisteria. Early American 

gardeners loved finding new plants from other countries to add 

interest to their property. That’s how some invasive plants 

originally became established.  When first introduced, new 

plants often brought unwanted pests or diseases from their 

country of origin.  Unfortunately, even though they are 

invasive, many of the same plants are still available for 

purchase.   

 Tree-of-heaven, Ailanthus 

altissima, was introduced in 

the 1700s as an ornamental 

from China.  A single female 

tree can release up to 300,000 

seeds into the wind every 

year.  The tree also spreads by 

suckers, making it easy to overtake the surrounging area.  But 

wait, there’s more.  If you cut down a tree it will sprout 

multiple new trees, each capable of producing seeds within  
-11- 



two years.  And, it also contains a chemical that prevents 

competition from other nearby plants or trees.  The drive along 

I-64 from Goochland to Charlottesville clearly shows how 

Ailanthus has successfully out-competed others to become a 

dominant tree in the landscape.   

 Burning bush, Euonymus alatus, introduced in the 

1800s, produces seeds that birds eat and widely disperse.  Each 

plant is capable of producing 

many viable seeds.  Often 

used in commercially 

developed sites because of its 

bright red autumn color, 

unwanted sprouts of new 

growth soon begin to crop up 

nearby.   

 Several other shrubs 

have escaped cultivation and can be found growing wild.  

Chinese Privet, Ligustrum sinese, Autumn Olive, Elaeagnus 

umbellate and Thorny olive, Elaeagnus pungens, can be found 

in most all of our area parks, along roadsides and in many 

other areas far from residential landscapes.  There are entire 

fields packed with these shrubs.  Each of these plants produce 

seeds that birds will continue to disperse and promote 

expanding new growth.   

 English ivy, Hedera helix, is another invasive that thrives 

in abundance in our woods and natural areas.  Perhaps one of 

the worst plants found abundantly in our parks is garlic 

mustard, Alliaria petiolata, a prolific seed producer.  It forms 

dense stands in our woodlands and smothers beautiful native 

spring wildflowers, especially along our rivers. 

 Chinese silvergrass, Miscanthus sinensis, is a common 

ornamental that goes by many names: maidengrass,  Japanese 

silvergrass,  Eulalia.  It produces an abundance of seeds that  
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are spread by wind.  Many 

different cultivars of this 

grass are available for 

purchase.  Not only does 

the ornamental grass  

displace native plants, it is 

extremely flammable and 

can pose a serious fire risk.   

 Invasive plants are almost impossible to eradicate once 

they become established.  They expand and disperse easily to 

new areas.  They readily displace desirable native plants.  As 

responsible homeowners, it is important to be mindful when 

landscaping your property, and to select native plants instead 

of destructive, invasive thugs.  The decisions you make today 

will impact the land around us for generations to come.   

 

Donna Cottingham 

James River Master Naturalist 

 

March Sign Up Information  

If you would like to participate, please 

contact the chairpersons listed below: 

 

March 22: Anniversary Garden Workday – 9:30 AM 

     DanaDee Carragher – danadeeandjim@gmail.com  

March 29: Wishing Well Park Workday – 9:30 AM 

     Meg Winn – winn.meg@gmail.com  

March 30: Midlo Post Office Workday – 9:30 AM 

     Barbara Metz – barbarahmetz@yahoo.com 

     Kerri Butler – elanamoo1@hotmail.com 
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Next Month’s Meeting 

March 17, 2021 -10 AM Via ZOOM 

Program:  

“Getting Ready for Spring” 

by 

Leslie Harris 

Owner of LH Gardens 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

MARCH 

9 Workshop: “Petite and Low-Profile Designs” 
  by Kathy Ward – 2 PM Via ZOOM 
10 SGC Board Meeting – 10 AM  
15 Piedmont District Spring Meeting - Canceled CP1 

17 SGC General Meeting (Exhibits) 10 AM  CP4 
  Program: “Getting Ready for Spring” 
  by Leslie Harris 
22 Anniversary Garden Workday – 9:30 AM CP26 

29 Wishing Well Park Workday – 9:30 AM  CP13 

30 Midlothian Post Office Workday – 9:30 AM  CP7 
 

 

 

 
 

Linda Nau, Newsletter Editor – naule@aol.com 
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