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A Message from SGC President, Janice Beatty. . . 

Once again, the boring plant that grew all summer, in wild and 
erratic ways, has produced magnificent purple blooms.  It’s been in 
my gardens for years, one would think I would remember, and be 
patient, for the delightful October display of the New England aster.  
All the asters that are in bloom now are not only provide a variety of 
shapes, textures, sizes, and color, they are also covered with 
pollinators. I’m talking bees, moths, butterflies, and wasps!  It’s quite 
the spectacle and a delight to just pause and observe.   

We have had a busy September and early October.  Workdays 
were held at the Post Office, Wishing Well Park, Anniversary Garden, 
and Church of the Redeemer; these events were successfully held with 
members wearing masks and social distancing.  Thanks to those who 
organized and worked those events.  Our members are extraordinary 
in their willingness to give of their time and talents for the benefit of 
others.  I am looking forward to the mini-pumpkin workshop on 
Tuesday with Teresa Peckens.  Due to Covid19, we are limited in 
number of volunteers to attend some activities and in the number of 
educational activities that are being offered. Please check Mum’s the 
Word for future dates and volunteer opportunities if you would like to 
participate. 

The Board is looking for two members to serve with Lorna 
Boucher as part of the nominating committee.  Active members 
eligible to serve must have been Club members for the at least the
previous two years and are not 
serving on the Board of 
Directors.  Two members will 
be elected at the November 
meeting.  Please consider 
volunteering for this 
important position. 

The Board has formed a 
committee to evaluate some of 
the SGC bylaws.  Some just 
need updating with the 
additions to the newest Flower  
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Show Handbook.  We would like to adjust our rules to accommodate 
our current pandemic, and other possible impossibilities. (Including 
how to designate Members in Good Standing).  These changes will be 
presented at a SGC meeting and voted on the following month. 

Thanks for being patient as we sort out our Zoom portion of the 
meeting. We are getting better, and appreciate all who tuned in or 
tried to. 

A big thank you to Meg Winn for hosting the October board 
meeting on her beautiful patio.  We discovered that sitting 6 feet apart 
and wearing masks means you really have to talk loudly to be heard.   
 

Bee kind. 
Bright beams, 

Janice 
 
Notes:  The photo on the previous page of the Monarch butterfly on 

blue mist flowers (ageratum) was taken by Meg Winn in her garden. 

 Read more about our speaker, Donna Cottingham, in your 

Yearbook on page 82. 
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Janice’s BUZZ Note: Did you know that though 

bees have jointed legs, they do not possess 

anything like a kneecap and therefore do not 

have knees? 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

JUNE 1, 2020 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 

Prepared by Helen Davison, Treasurer 

 

 

Not available for website 
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS 

SAVING FORESTS $68 AT A TIME  

I will continue collecting change for the 

National Garden Clubs’ Penny Pines project.  

The funds are used to contribute towards the 

costs of planting replacement trees in a 

damaged area of our choice.   
 

Helen Davison, Treasurer 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

We've had four excellent garden workdays this month and much 
has been accomplished. October 5th - Barbara Metz, Kerri Butler, 
Nancy Lee, Adele Topham, Connie Sorrell, and Meg Winn pruned, 
weeded, and generally tidied up the Midlothian Post Office 

landscape - and had a good time 
together, too. Next, we will plant bulbs 
and pansies there November 4th.  

October 6th - DanaDee 
Carragher and Meg Winn met at 
Wishing Well Park, pulled a few 
weeds, and generally admired the 
mostly native plants blooming well 
there with little care. We then 
decamped to the Anniversary 
Garden where we continued with our 

flagstone project near the new garden bench. We visited the 
Anniversary Garden again on the 12th, but it was raining too hard to 
work, so we will reschedule the workday. 

October 7th - Kerri Butler, Barbara Metz, Becky Sido, and Meg 
Winn met at Suburban Mobile Village and pruned the towering 
landscape roses plus did some weeding. 

October 15th - Dawn Lerch, Peggy Young, Doris Weir, Candy 
Nasser, Becky Sido, and Meg Winn worked at Redeemer courtyard 
and the Redeemer preschool sign area.  We planted three 
Lorapetalum shrubs and three Kaleidoscope Abelia, plus 35 Golden  
Ducat daffodil bulbs at the sign area.  We will plant more bulbs on 
on our scheduled Annual Daffodil Project on October 26th 
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Thank you to all who are helping with our beautification 
endeavors!  We hope you will join us for our upcoming projects!   

 
EDUCATION – Camille Archie 

On September 22nd club members gathered at Redeemer to 
make small arrangements for Spring 
Arbor Memory Care and Bickford 
Retirement Center. We had a 
wonderful time working with fresh 
greens and colorful flowers. Being six 
feet apart and wearing mask did not 
diminish our joyful mood as we created 
beauty for others. Both senior centers 
were extremely excited to receive the 

arrangements since their residents 
have little variation in their 
daily routines due to COVID. 
Many thanks to JJ Jordan, 
Linda O’Mara, Becky Sido, 
Lesley Dobson, Nancy Lee, 
DanaDee Carragher, Shirley 
Gates, Meg Winn, Martie 
Parch, Janice Beatty, Peggy 
Young, Joanne Ward, Ronnie 
O’Keefe, Debbie Jackson, Sue 
Barrie and Nancy Scherer for sharing their time. 

We will again make arrangements on December 2nd at 2:00 PM 
for both senior facilities to help them celebrate Christmas. See the 
signup information to contact the chairmen if you’d like to participate.  

Stay safe.  
 

YEARBOOK – Linda Nau 

The Yearbooks are finally printed and available to be picked up. 
I owe many thanks to Janice Beatty, Martie Parch, Susan Nienow, 
Suzy Miladin, and Connie Sorrell for the content they provided.  
And very special thanks to Peggy Young, who proofread the entire 
114 pages of the Yearbook body; and Kathy Ward, who spent a lot of 
time updating the Appendix and exhibit pages for us. 

 

 

 
A day without laughter is a day wasted. 

~ Charlie Chaplin 

 



-5- 

September Tour – Sandy’s Plants 

 

       On Tuesday, September 

15 and Thursday, September 

17, thirty-six members of our 

club attended a tour with the 

owner of Sandy’s Plants in 

Mechanicsville. Sandy was 

very entertaining and 

informative, her garden was 

lovely, and the weather mostly 

cooperated.  

            The nursery has 35 acres of 

beautiful perennials to see and 

purchase. It was a great day and 

certainly fun to see some of our 

friends! 

 

 

A Gardener’s Trunk or Treat!! 

             October 27th at 3:00 PM 
 

Our annual Gardener’s Exchange will be 
held on Tuesday, October 27th (rain date, 
Wednesday, October 28th) in the rear 

parking lot, by Wishing Well Park, at the Church of the 
Redeemer.   Fill the back of your car with items you would 
like to give away - plants, books, magazines, vases, design 
materials, seeds, just about anything gardening or design 
related.   Please try to be in place by 3 pm and just open 
your trunk to display what you have brought.  All members 
are encouraged to attend whether they have items to share 
or not.  It should be a good time for us to socialize outside 
and also get some much-needed gardening and design 
inspiration. 
 

Kathy Ward, Design Exhibits Chairman 
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Virtual Exhibits 

Thank you to all our members who sent in photos of their 
horticulture, designs and botanical arts in September!  It was 
wonderful to see what everyone had to share. 
 

For our future virtual exhibits, we would like to continue using the 
following procedure: 
 

 1. When submitting a horticulture entry photo, please place 
the class and entry’s botanical name in thesubject line of your 
email.  For example, “5. Herb - Salvia Rosmarinus” (Botanical names 
are to be in italics.) 

     
2.  When submitting any entry, please send two photos - one of 

your entry and one of the front of the required card.  Please be sure 
the writing on the card is legible.   
 

Photos of these exhibits can be seen on our website 

(www.salisburygardenclub.com ) shortly after our regular meeting. 
 

November Virtual Exhibit Schedule 
 

Design Division 

     1. We Gather Together- Grouped Mass Design* - Designer’s    

Choice 

     2. Farmer’s Market - Design Incorporating Produce - All Fresh 

     3. Balancing Act - Designer’s Choice 

     4. Autumn Leaves, Winter Enters - Novice Design** - Designer’s  

Choice 

Horticulture Division 

     Specimen 

 1. Ground Cover 

 2. Nandina 

  a. branch with berries and attached foliage 

  b. branch of NON-berried cultivar 

 3. Ilex 

http://www.salisburygardenclub.com/
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4. Camellia sasanqua (exhibited as a flowering branch)  

5. Berried Branch 

6. Zygocactus (Christmas cactus - container plant only) 

 7. Unclassified 
 

Botanical Arts Division 

     Artistic Craft 

 1. Holly-Day Delights - Christmas Tree Ornament*** 

     Horticulture 

 2. Arboreal - Fall Color, a branch showing fall color, 30 to 45” 

Notes 

    * A Grouped Mass Design is a creative design which has many 

traditional aspects to it (closed silhouette, little open space within 

the design, single point of plant material emergence from container), 

except in the grouping of like plant material.  Groups of three or 

more blossoms are arranged in this type of mass design.  A small 

amount of plant material may be placed in the design without being 

in a group, but this is to be subordinate to groupings. 

   

 ** The Novice Design class is for members who have never won a 

blue ribbon for a floral design during a club meeting. 
 

  *** Single Christmas Tree Ornament to be created from botanical 

materials.  Additional materials may also be used. 
 

Suzy Miladin and Kathy Ward, Exhibits Co-Chairmen 

 

 

December Holiday 

Designs 
 

This year we will have two types of 

holiday designs - the hanging door 

design we have done in the past and 



a new mailbox design.  You may make 

either or both!  There is no 
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need to sign-up to participate, as there will 

be no judges, drivers or clerks.  We will do 

this exhibit virtually, as we have done this 

our other exhibits this fall.  Just send a 

photo of your design and a photo of your 

entry card between December 2nd and 9th to Kathy Ward 

(klhward@verizon.net). 

 

 

Here we grow again…our newest  

member is 

               Lynn Neviaser 

Her information is included in the  

Members’ section of the 

Yearbook. 

 

 

The Board wishes to thank Meg 

Winn for hosting our October 

board meeting – outdoors and socially distanced in a 

gorgeous setting! 

 

 

THREE-MINUTE TIP by JJ Jordan              

During the duration of this pandemic, when we are 

hesitant about even having family together, especially if the 

family has grown with grandchildren, their spouses and even 

great grandchildren.  My solution has been to use my garden.  

mailto:klhward@verizon.net


After all we have spent a lot of time and energy making our 

gardens an outdoor extension of our homes.   
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To make things more fun, I 

bought a fire pit.  Mine is wood 

burning to take care of limbs and such 

that happen in all gardens, but the 

propane fire pits are just as suited for 

the  purpose of entertainment, and 

they are a whole lot easier to maintain.  

I then invite each branch of the family 

separately.  We cook hot dogs with lots of different toppings 

followed by “gourmet” S’mores.  I provide an assortment of the 

chocolate element in the S’mores.  I’ve found small flat Reese’s 

peanut butter cups, York Peppermint Patties, all sorts of barks, 

and of course the traditional Hershey’s chocolate bars.  So far. 

all branches of my family, young and old, have had a great time 

and want to do it more often.  It has been a great way of getting 

the family and friends together without running the risk of 

being too close or being in a closed-in environment.  So, go 

have some fun in the gardens into which you have put so much 

time and thought, and enjoy your family and friends. 

 

Horticultural Hints  

These last few weeks I have found 

that my garden and yard are 

dangerous! I have had several 

close encounters with falling acorns 

that seem to hit the ground and my 

head with extreme force.  Even the dogs have become jumpy 

when one comes flying down close to them and bounces off the 

deck or walkway.  I found a great gadget a few years back that 

picks up the acorns in a wire basket that rolls around on the 

end of a long handle.  I’m not sure where I found it but there is 



a similar one available from the Brecks catalogue. Have a look 

because it saves your back from  
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bending over or even crawling on the ground picking those nuts 

out of your garden. 

Every year presents its own set 

of challenges for the gardener 

and this year was no exception. 

But rather than discuss the 

difficulties that arose (after all it 

is 2020) I wish to tell you about 

a success I had. I have tried to 

grow the dinner plate dahlias for 

years and have struggled. They 

grow puny for me or they don’t 

come up at all. But this year I had the most gorgeous dahlia 

plant ever! I would like to tell you that I did everything right, but 

I can’t lie.   For whatever reason this baby grew like a small 

tree and had the largest, most beautiful lavender and ivory 

flowers. I know that some 

of you grow these dahlias 

successfully every year so 

let me in on your secret. I 

intend to try again next 

summer with very crossed 

fingers. 

And lastly, it’s not too late 

to plant shrubs or trees. 

There are more than a few 

dead oaks in our neighborhoods that are coming down. Think 

about replacing them with another oak or native tree. Our 

pollinator insect population is down and needs to be 

encouraged. Oak trees provide an important habitat for many 

types of insects including several types of butterflies.  Once 

established, all natives can more easily handle the weather 

extremes that we have been having and will save you time and 

money in the long run.  



Sandy Mattes, Master Gardener 
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Next Month’s Meeting 

November 18, 2020 
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer & Virtually on ZOOM 

         (Details to follow by email and in Yearbook) 

 

Program: “Decorating your Home for 

Thanksgiving” 

by 

Janet Minock,  

NGC Master Flower Show Judge 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

 26 Annual Daffodil Project  CP19 
 
NOVEMBER EVENTS 
 

2 Midlothian Fire Station Workday – 10 AM  CP16 

4 Midlothian Post Office Workday – 10 AM  CP7 

11 SGC Board Meeting – 10 AM  

18 SGC General Meeting (Exhibits) 9:30 AM  CP4

       Program: “Decorating Your Home for  

 Thanksgiving” by Janet Minock 

23-30   GardenFest of Lights – Lewis Ginter BG    

 November 23, 2020 – January 10, 2021 

 

 



Newsletter Editor:  Linda Nau, naule@aol.com 
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