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A Message from SGC President, Janice Beatty. . . 
 

Hooray for May!  I hope everyone is healthy and enjoying 

the nicer weather.   

 

What an interesting year we have had.  Certainly one for the 

books.  We are eagerly looking forward to being able to meet  

in person with no restrictions on numbers, and hopefully, 

maskless. 

 

We hope you are planning to return to SGC as a member.  

Please remember that our dues of $50.00 per person is due by 

May 31, 2021.  Without meeting in person, it is easy to forget 

that our budget for the next garden club year is dependent on 

it.  Especially since we are not currently involved in 

graduation flowers and other activities we rely on to add to 

our budget.  

 

A big thank you to all our members who have contributed 

time and energies to continue with the many activities we 

have managed to have, in spite of the pandemic.  Thanks to 

those who have been able to attend meetings and programs 

via Zoom.  What a learning experience for us all.   

 

I have much gratitude for the current SGC Board members.  

They have served energetically to keep this club active, 

involved and connected.  One of the many awards we 

received was a Blue ribbon for Special Achievement Award.  

That was given because we found ways to keep connected 



with our member and accomplish many things, under 

extraordinary circumstances. 

 

Congratulations to all our members for participating in 

activities that enabled us to receive so very many awards.   

 

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the August 

luncheon and at the September meeting. 

 

Hope you enjoy your summer and please be safe. 

 

Bright Beams, 

Janice 
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Janice’s BUZZ Note: 

Bees communicate by dancing.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

JUNE 1, 2020 – APRIL 30, 2021 

Prepared by Helen Davison, Treasurer 
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NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 
 

This year National Garden Week is 
June 6-12.  We support this project of the 
National Garden Clubs by tying to do 
something each day.   

We are putting educational displays in local 
libraries thanks to Becky Sido, Nancy Scherer and Donna 
Cottingham.   

We are making mini-bouquets to go to Brookdale 
Retirement Home and Spring Arbor.  We will meet at 
The Park in Reed’s Landing at 1:00 on Wednesday, June 9th.  
Please bring small leaved 
greenery and any small 
flowers you may have.   

On Monday the 7th we 
will work at the Post Office 
at 9 AM.  On Tuesday the 8th 
we will be at the Suburban 
Mobile Village at 9 AM.  
On Thursday the 10th and 
Saturday the 12th, we will be at Redeemer Church working 
on the various beds.  On Friday the 11th we need a few people 
to plant flowers in containers at Spring Arbor Memory 

Care.   
You can also 

participate on your own 
by taking flowers to an ill 
or elderly friend.  Make 
sure you let me know, 
and send pictures.   

We could really 
use your help making 

the mini-bouquets on Wednesday June 9th at 1:00.  
If you have any questions or want to sign up, please email 
Candy Nasser at cgbnasser@comcast.net or call 357-0118. 

Please come help us celebrate National Garden 
Week! 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

We’ve had a series of productive workdays this glorious 
month of May. 

On May 13th Dawn Lerch, Donna Ludwig, Peggy Young, 
Barbara Metz and Meg Winn met at the Redeemer Courtyard 
and planted begonias, coleus, and other annuals that Dawn has 
planned for a colorful show this summer. 

Then on May 17th Barbara 
Metz, Vicki McGonegal, Peggy 
Young, Kerri Butler, and Meg Winn 
planted a silene and some abelias at 
the Anniversary Garden. We also 
admired the red peonies and native 
geraniums in bloom and made a new 
inventory of all the plants growing 
since we first began the garden four 
years ago. 

May 18th Barbara Metz and Meg Winn 
planted 'Sunrise' Profusion zinnias at the 
Midlothian Post Office and happily met up 
with Helen Davison performing some of her 
club treasurer duties.  

We have a workday scheduled May 24th 
at the Redeemer Preschool Sign and then 
several days during National Garden Week. 

Since May marks the end of our club 
year, it is time to applaud the diligence, 
creativity, and enthusiasm that our volunteers 
have brought to our club's civic beautification. 
DanaDee Carragher, Dawn Lerch, Peggy 
Young, Kerri Butler, Barbara Metz, Vicki 
McGonegal, Candy Nasser, Connie Sorrell, and Lorna Boucher 
have gone 'above and beyond' to plan, organize, and launch our 
sizeable list of projects.  And all with good grace even with the 
added challenge of masks and distancing!  

Thank you to all who have helped this year in our mission of 
"happy growing things". 
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PROGRAMS – Martie Parch & Connie Sorrell 

We thank you for your support as we navigated through a 
challenging year. We hope you enjoyed the diverse programs, 
virtually or in person...ranging from horticultural with Susan 
Nienow, Donna Cottingham, Charlie Morgan, Leslie Harris to 
designs by Kathy Ward, Janet Minock, Annette Ernst, Teresa 
Peckins and David Pippin. The tour at Sandy’s Plants was well 
attended, and quite a few of our gardens were enhanced. 

On that note, our final tour is May 26. Connie has sent out 
the signup genius to all the members. We’ll meet at the Native 
Plant Trail on Mann Rd in Powhatan at 10 am. Looking forward to 
seeing you! 

Connie and I are already setting up programs for next 
year and always welcome your suggestions and ideas. 

As we “rise up” from Covid, we wish you all a lovely and safe 
summer. See you in September! 

 
SOCIAL HOSPITALITY – Nancy Scherer & Shirley Gates 

Hi Ladies.  Just a reminder to "SAVE THE DATE" 
Wednesday, August 25, 2021 for our Salisbury Garden Club 

Luncheon at Sunday's Boathouse.  We know 
must of you are anxious to get back to some sort of 
normalcy and this will be our first opportunity to 
meet as a group and enjoy each other’s company 
and friendship.  We will be sending out additional 
information about the program and menu choices in 

July.  So, mark your calendars and we'll look forward to seeing 
you in August.  

Stay safe and healthy. 
 

TREASURER – Helen Davison 

Hello everyone.  We are so excited about all the programs 
coming up for the fall and spring meetings!  I am sure you are all 
ready to get back to our normal activities! 

This is just a reminder to all of you who have not paid your 
2021-2022 dues, please send them in as soon as possible.  We 
want to make sure we get your names in the new yearbook and 
have the new inserts to the yearbook for you.  You can mail the 
$50 dues to:   Helen Davison, Treasurer 

  14510 Kenmont Drive 
  Midlothian, VA 23113 
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TREASURER – Continued 

If you choose, we now have the new PayPal payment 
method on our SGC website www.salisburygardenclub.com.  Go 
to the “Members Only” section with password SGC50.  You 
will see a PayPal button to pay by credit card or debit card.  We 
would really appreciate it if you donated the processing fee. Check 
the box to include the fee and you are all set. 

Thank you so much for being a part of the Salisbury Garden 
Club!  Helen Davison, SGC Treasurer, 804-305-6903 

 
 

SGC South Atlantic Region, VFGC 

and Piedmont District Award Results 

 

At the cancelled Piedmont District and the 

virtual Virginia Federation of Garden Club 

Spring Meetings, Salisbury Garden Club once 

again won many blue ribbons, rosettes, and 

money for our efforts January 1, 2020- 

December 31, 2020. It is amazing the number 

of blue ribbons awarded since so many of our 

projects and activities were cancelled or limited.  

SGC received $120 from both Piedmont and 

VFGC! Thanks to the chairmen of each project and the many 

SGC volunteers who made this all possible.  

 

South Atlantic Region of National Garden Clubs, Inc.                                             

Extra Large Club Yearbook: Winner                                                      

Community Beautification: Honorable Mention   

 

Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs Award 

Club Yearbook: First Place – orange rosette  

Club Newsletter: First Place – blue ribbon  

Membership Brochure: First Place – blue ribbon 

Civic Beautification: First Place- blue ribbon 

Membership Publicity: First Place- blue ribbon 

Horticulture Therapy: First Place – blue ribbon  

National Garden Week: First Place – blue ribbon 

Youth Horticulture Education: First Place – blue ribbon 
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Piedmont District Awards                                                                        

Special Achievement - First Place and white rosette                                                

Club Yearbook: First Place – orange rosette                                                        

Horticulture Therapy: First Place – blue ribbon                                             

National Garden Week: First Place – blue ribbon                                               

Youth Horticulture Education: First Place – blue ribbon                                 

Publication (Membership Brochure): First Place- blue ribbon                            

Publication (Membership Publicity): First Place- blue ribbon                               

Club Newsletter: First Place – blue ribbon                                                     

Website: Third Place- yellow ribbon 

 

Becky Sido, Awards Chairman 

 
 

 

Here we grow again… 

our newest members are: 

 

Susan Congrove    

 

Sue McKnight  

 

Details not available for website 

      

 
 

 
     Videos For YOU!  
 

The state garden club convention 
was held virtually this year.  The meeting 
was held on Zoom and the programs 
were online as well.  That means that 

you can enjoy these excellent garden club related programs 
from your easy chair!   

A link to them is located on the VFGC website, 
www.virginiagardenclubs.org.  Just click on Convention on the 
top banner of the home page and then click on any of the videos.   
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These videos include: 
 

Floral Design for Beginners, by Kathleen Hawryluk   
NGC Floral Design Instructor     

If you are a beginning floral designer or would like help with 
your designs this video is for you. 

 

Line Mass Flower Design, by Frances Thrash   
NGC Floral Design Instructor     

Frances walks you through making a traditional line-mass 
design. 

 

Flower Judging, by Frances Thrash    
NGC Floral Design Instructor     

Teaches you how to look at a floral design as the judges do. 
 

Aspidistra Artistry by Hitomi Gilliam    
Renown Floral Designer      

A very inspiring creative floral design program using the 
leaves of the Cast Iron Plant      

 

When is the Best Time to Prune by Mike Andruczyk  
A program on the basics of when and why to prune. 

 

Revitalize Old Potting Soil       
Information on pepping up your container gardens by 
renewing the soil. 
 

Kathy Ward, Contributing Writer 

 
 

Amaryllis Care  
 

The secret to keeping amaryllis flourishing for years is to 
keep the plants actively growing after they have finished 
blooming.  
 
When the amaryllis is finished blooming                                             
Cut off dead blooms and dried stalks at the top, but let the 
leaves grow. Put in sunniest place available and water only 
when soil is dry. 
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Place amaryllis outdoors 
when the weather warms up 
When the threat of frost is over, 
acclimate the amaryllis plant to 
the outdoors by first placing it in 
the shade or indirect light, 
gradually moving the container 
to where it will receive full sun 
for at least 6 hours daily.  Feed it plant food every other week 
and don’t let the amaryllis dry out.  
 
Give the Amaryllis a Rest 
Early fall, before the first frost, cut off all the leaves & bring 
the amaryllis bulb inside.  Put the amaryllis in a dry cool 
dark spot, protected from frost, for two months without 
watering.  
When ready to start growing the bulb again, water it with 
warm water and put it in a sunny spot.  However, give it little 
water until it begins growing.  Amaryllis may take 4-6 weeks 
to bloom.  
  
Plant the Amaryllis                                                                                
No need to repot bulbs every year, amaryllis grow best when 
they are slightly pot-bound and may only need to be repotted 
every three or four years. When you repot it, you may notice 
smaller side bulbs that can be broken away from the main 
bulb. These can also be potted and grown on in a sunny spot. 
They often do not bloom the first year but may bloom after 
two or three years of growth.  Be careful not to bury the bulb 
too deeply. At least one third of the bulb should be visible 
above the soil surface. Plant the bulb in a pot that is less than 
two times the diameter of the bulb. 
 
Wax Amaryllis  
Even though directions tell you to throw away wax amaryllis 
after blooming, I have had great success in getting them to 
rebloom. Carefully cut off the wax and plant in soil after 
blooming, following the directions above.  
 
Enjoy your blooming amaryllis for many years! 
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https://extension.umn.edu/houseplants/amaryllis  

https://extension.unh.edu/blog/can-i-get-my-amaryllis-
bloom-again 

https://wayne.ces.ncsu.edu/2016/12/growing-amaryllis-
bulbs/  

Becky Sido, Master Gardener  
 

 

How is your Garden Growing? 

 

How is your garden growing? I had more daffodil blooms 

than ever before, and my blooming trees were beautiful 

and full. It was a good year for plants because we had 

plenty of regular rain and mild temperatures, and we are 

seeing the results. My perennials and small shrubs have 

grown bigger than I expected and some things that were 

struggling have perked up and seem to be turning the 

corner.  

 

As for perennials this is the time to pinch back the ends 

of New England asters, mums, sneezeweed (Helenium 

autumnale), and hibiscus. 

Deadhead spent blooms, fertilize 

mums, Siberian iris, Shasta daisy, 

summer phlox with 3-4-4 garden 

fertilizer. Fertilize Clematis Group 

III (i.e. Jackmanii) with 5-10-10, 

cut Joe-pye weed to 3 feet tall, 

and prune candytuft hard for 

bushiness, prune 1/3 of old 

lavender stems. Shear woodland phlox after first bloom, 

cut Autumn Joy sedum in half when it reaches 8 inches 

and cut toad lily stems in half. 

 

This is not intended to give you information on all 

perennials so if you have questions, hit the internet, call  
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the County Extension Office (751-4401) or wing it. That is 

what I did with Maximillian Sunflowers. They grow up to 

7 feet tall, and they fall over if they are not supported. I 

never get around to staking them so I cut them back as  

soon as the single stem reached about two feet. They 

grew strong and sturdy to 4-5 feet tall and had more but 

smaller blooms. That was much better than having their 

faces in the dirt. If you are worried, cut one stem and see 

how it does. Then you will know what to do next year. 

 

Now is the time to prune suckers on summer sweet, 

prune Harry Lauder’s Walking Stick to open the center 

and thin suckers, lightly 

fertilize Daphne Carol Mackie 

with garden fertilizer, take 

out 1/3 of forsythia 

branches,  prune kerria if 

needed and shape Mahonia, 

schip laurel, Korean Spice 

viburnum and pyracantha. 

Prune 1/7 of old canes on 

Spiraea bridalwreath to one inch every year. Dead, 

damaged or diseased branches or limbs on shrubs or 

trees may be pruned at any time of year. 

 

I use some perennials in most of my pots – sedum, 

lavender, rosemary (especially the creeping kind), 

creeping Jenny and whatever goes with the annuals I have 

chosen. I always choose perennials that I want to plant in 

the garden though – my excuse for getting a few more 

perennials. It’s one of my fall tasks when I take apart my 

pots to store them for the winter. If deer are enjoying 

your plants in pots, I heard from a friend who has always 

fed Bambi and his crew from her pots that planting a 

mint plant in the pot with her pansies or summer annuals 

has turned the deer away each time she used it. I use 

aromatic perennials and herbs throughout my gardens to 

deter deer and other critters.  

 

Susan Nienow, Master Gardener 
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MEMBERS IN GOOD 
STANDING 

Congratulations to the 32 SGC 
members who achieved Member in 
Good Standing status during this 
challenging year! 

Camille Archie, Janice Beatty, Helen Davison, Lesley 
Dobson, Anne Faszewski, Sandra Fry, Shirley Gates, 
Reta Good, Marcia Harrigan, Jean Jordan, Frances 
Judd, Laurie Kalata, Gay Kistler, Sue Lindsay, Anne 
McCormick, Barbara Metz, Suzanne Miladin, Joy 
Mingis, Candy Nasser, Lynn Neviaser, Susan Nienow, 
Martie Parch, Ellen Pinnow, Nancy Scherer, Becky Sido, 
Connie Sorrell, Delora Stites, Gail Tatum, Gayle 
Walters, Kathy Ward, Meg Winn, and Peggy Young 

 
NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK SIGNUP INFO 

Please contact Candy Nasser at 
cgbnasser@comcast.net if you 
would like to participate in any of 
the workdays or events. 
   
     June 7 - Midlothian Post Office at 9:00 a.m. 
 

     June 8 - Suburban Mobile Village at 9:00 a.m. 
       
     June 9 - Making Mini-Bouquets for Brookdale and 

Spring Arbor 1 p.m. 
 

     June 10 - Redeemer at 9:00 a.m. 
 

     June 11 - Spring Arbor planting flowers in containers  
 

     June 12 - Wishing Well Park at 9:00 a.m. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

MAY  

  31  DEADLINE for SGC, Piedmont District and    

       VFGC Dues 

 
JUNE  

  5-13  Philadelphia Flower Show  

  6-12  SGC National Garden Week Projects CP20 

  6-12  National Garden Week 

  9  SGC Board Meeting – Postponed to August 

  

AUGUST  

  11  SGC Board Meeting  

  16  Piedmont District Board Meeting CP1 

  25  SGC Welcome Back Luncheon  

 
OCTOBER  

  20-24 Fine Arts & Flowers at VMFA 
 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to 

Mum’s the Word this year, especially our writers 

who provided such great articles and tips for our 

entertainment and education:  DanaDee Carragher, 

Donna Cottingham, JJ Jordan, Sandy Mattes, Susan 

Nienow, Martie Parch, and Kathy Ward. 

 

Have a great summer!  See you in August! 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Linda Nau, naule@aol.com 
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