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A Message from SGC President, Janice Beatty. . . 

Happy Fall!! The leaves have turned, as they do here in Virginia 
this time of year. We are fortunate to see such a riot of color in our 
glorious outdoors.  Then the rain came, and all those bright colors 
now decorate our yard.  

Speaking of the outdoors, thanks to Meg Winn, Camille Archer 
and their volunteers for adding to and continuing our plantings, 
community service and education projects while practicing safety 
protocols.  Thanks to Suzy Miladin and Kathy Ward for organizing our 
horticulture, design, and botanical arts offerings into virtual exhibits.  
Another thanks to our web master, Gayle Walters, for keeping our 
web site current.  What fun to create at home and have the 
opportunity to share our projects on line for others to see.  Thanks to 
Kathy Ward for organizing, and all who participated in, our “Trunk or 
Treat” at the end of October.  Lots of goodies were shared.  Linda 
Nau does an excellent job of detailed reporting of past and future 
activities of our club in Mum’s the Word.  Please review the newsletter 
each month for more information.   

The Bylaws Committee is working on wording to modify our 
Member in Good Standing requirements during special circumstances, 
like a pandemic and other impossible impossibilities. The actual wording 
of these changes will be submitted at a later date and presented to the 
board and club members for approval; for right now, though, be assured 
that your attendance at our meetings in person or by ZOOM and your 
participation in our Virtual 
Exhibits, even though the entries 
are not judged, will count 
towards Member in Good 
Standing status. 

Hope all of you were able 
to take advantage of 
Richmond Council of Garden 
Club’s video featured David 
Pippin creating four different 
designs. If you haven’t, there  
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is still time to view it; just go to rvagardenclubs.com, RCGC’s 
website, and check it out. 

As we enter the holiday season, our plans for up and coming 
events in November and December are scaled back a bit from 
previous years. Unfortunately, we will not be holding our Christmas 
party this year because of the pandemic. Keep those party outfits for 
next year! Other activities that are currently planned will be club 
members decorating for Christmas at the Salisbury entrances, the 
Midlothian Post Office and Midlothian Fire Station.  A workshop is 
scheduled for making small arrangements for Bickford and Spring 
Arbor, continuing to spread holiday cheer.   

Big thank you to Katie Conschafter for navigating the ZOOM 
portion of our meetings and for locating a terrific place to hold our 
board meetings.  
 

“Let us be grateful to the people who make us Happy: 
they are the Charming Gardeners who make our souls Blossom.” 

~ Marcel Proust. 
 

Bee kind, bee safe, bee thankful. 
 

Bright Beams, 
Janice  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

JUNE 1, 2020 – OCTOBER 31, 2020 

Prepared by Helen Davison, Treasurer 

 

 

Not available for website 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION – Meg Winn 

We've held three workdays since the October general meeting.  
October 26th was our Annual Daffodil Project.  Connie Sorrell led 
our group in planting over 300 assorted bulbs at four sites at 
Redeemer church. 

Connie and Candy Nasser, Suzanne Miladin, Kerri Butler and 
Meg Winn enjoyed a perfect fall afternoon planting Dutch masters, 
Golden Ducat, Casseta, and assorted smaller bulbs.  We planted lots 
of bulbs at the preschool playground gate and we see a great 
opportunity to do more gardening with the preschool.  Their director 
intends to expand outdoor learning on the church campus.  Our club 
can step in to combine beautifying with education. 

We still have 100 bulbs to plant at the Salisbury Brigstock 
entrance and then our year's daffodil mission will be complete. Thank 
you to all who helped – we hope to have glorious blooms in the 
spring. 

On November 2nd, Meg Winn pruned the holly hedge and crape 
myrtle at the Midlothian Fire Station. 

On November 4th, Barbara Metz and Meg Winn planted a dozen 
quart size pansies and four dozen red tulip bulbs at the Midlothian 
Post Office.  Linda Jones acted as official photographer. 

Our next workdays are all about decorating for Christmas.  
December 3rd and 4th - Salisbury entrances; Lorna Boucher and 
Barbara Metz co-chair this event.  See article on page 7. 

December 7th - Midlothian Post Office 
December 17th (or before) - Midlothian Fire Station 
If you can lend a hand at any of these workdays, please refer to 

the signup information and contact the chairman in charge.  Thanks!! 
 

EDUCATION – Camille Archie 

We continue to try and think of ways to help our community 
through our Education Projects while keeping our members safe. On 
December 2nd we will meet at Redeemer to make arrangements for 
Spring Arbor and Bickford – see article on page 6. 

After the holidays, we hope to make small arrangements for the 
Hospice House; I will share more information about this project in the 
future. Many thanks to all the club members who continue to support 
our Education Projects. 
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EXHIBITS – Kathy Ward and Suzy Miladin 

Thank you to all our members who sent in photos of their 
horticulture, designs and botanical arts in September and October!  It 
was wonderful to see what everyone had to share.    

In October – Design Entries: There were  
13 designs and two Botanical Arts entries.  
Horticulture Entries: There were 16 members 
                 participating for a total of 46 entries! 

               In December, we will have two   
         different Botanical Arts entries: the    
         wreaths/hanging designs that we've  
         always had and also mailbox designs. See article on pages    
         7-8 for more information. 
 

 

Thanks to Kathy Ward for 
organizing our Gardener’s 
Trunk or Treat! On We 
had quite a few cars filled 
with plants and various 
gardening items. Swaps 

were made and we all went home with each other’s 
treasures! It was a fun afternoon!  

 

Here we grow again…returning member, Gerri, 

and new member, Catherine: 

 

Gerri Gallagher       

 

Catherine Barnes  

 

Personal information 

not available for website 
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“Bee Adaptable”  

Delora Stites embodied part of 

Janice’s theme at the October 

meeting when she took the 

minutes for Katie Conschafter, 

who was running the ZOOM 

meeting.  Who knew stacked 

chairs could make such a great 

computer platform? 

 

Bickford and Spring Arbor Workshop 

December 2 – 2:00 PM at Redeemer 

We need three more volunteers to help us be create 

small winter floral arrangements for the residents to 

enjoy.  Nancy Scherer has donated the containers, Jean 

Jordan is bringing the oasis, and 

Camille Archie will purchase 

red and white flowers.  If you 

plan to join us, please bring 

small scale greens such as 

nandina (no berries), small 

leaf holly, and Susquehanna camelia (greens and 

flowers), along with clippers.   

Masks and 6' social distancing required! Advance 

sign up required. 
We look forward to this opportunity to gather together 

again, catch up, and create beautiful arrangements for the 

enjoyment of others.  
 

If you’d like to participate, please contact 

Linda O’Mara at lindaomara1@gmail.com. 
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Salisbury Entrances Decorating Gala 

December 2-4, 2020 

Wednesday, December 2: We would like member to collect 

any extra magnolia, holly or other festive evergreen 

branches and bring them to the Redeemer parking lot. 

Barbara will be there to collect them from 1:30-2:00 PM. 

Thursday, December 3:  We will be to meet in Anne 

McCormick’s garage to check lights, make jabots (with the 

evergreens you donated the day before) and fluff bows. 

These will then be loaded into cars to 

be transported to the entrance of 

Salisbury the next morning.  

Friday, December 4: We will festoon 

the four entrances! 

Because of Covid we are cutting back 

on the number of members involved 

in each of these gatherings.  On 

Thursday, December 3 at Anne’s we 

need three more members to help out.  On Friday at the 

entrances, we need 10 members to volunteer. 

 

Please contact Barbara Metz if you would enjoy helping! 

H 794-6376    C 513-310-5356 

 

December Virtual Exhibit Schedule 
 

This year we will have two types of 

holiday designs - the hanging door 

design we have done in the past and 

a new mailbox design.  You may 

make either or both!  There is no 

need to sign-up to participate, as  
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there will be no judges, drivers or clerks.  We will do this 

exhibit virtually, as we have done this our other exhibits this 

fall.  Just send a photo of your design and a photo of your 

entry card (be sure to put your name on the front of the 

card) to Kathy Ward at klhward@gmail.com between 

December 2nd and 9th (deadline 10 AM on the 9th).  
 

BOTANICAL ARTS DIVISION 

    Design 

          1. ‘Tis the Season - A Hanging Door  

Design - Designer’s Choice 

 

2. Glad Tidings We Bring - A Mailbox  

     Design - Designer’s Choice                                  

 

As with past months, you will be able to see photos of the 

monthly exhibits on our website, salisburygardenclub.com, 

a day or two after the general meeting. 
 

Suzy Miladin and Kathy Ward, Exhibits Co-Chairmen 
 
 

Thanks to Katie Conschafter for 

hosting and locating a place for us to 

have our November and future board 

meetings! 

 

Janice’s BUZZ Note: Did you know the 

practice of bee keeping dates back at 

least 4,500 years? 
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WILDLIFE HABITAT CERTIFICATION 

At our recent board meeting, there was a discussion 

about activity participation, and the suggestion was 

made to certify our yards as Wildlife Habitats with 

the National Wildlife Federation (www.nwf.org).  

Do you provide the birds, 

butterflies, and other wildlife in your 

yard with food, water, cover, and a 

place for them to raise their young? 

Do you use environmentally 

sustainable practices, such as 

composting, eliminating the use of 

pesticides, or planting native plants?  

I bet you will find that your yard easily qualifies for this 

environmentally supportive program. Just go to this 

link and you will see a list of simple questions. 

https://www.nwf.org/Garden-for-Wildlife/Certify 

Be sure to first download the “Garden Certification 

Walk-through Checklist” to see the types of things 

required.  Then click on “Certified Habitats”. You will 

need to fill in your information, answer the questions, 

and pay the minimum fee of $20 to receive your 

certificate. There are other options for a sign, a garden 

flag or a plaque. 

There is a lot of interesting, educational information 

on the National Wildlife Federation website.  Even if 

you don’t apply for certification, you should spend 

some time enjoying their website. 

Martie Parch, Programs 
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THREE-MINUTE TIP by J. J. Jordan 

I like to call this season the “War of the Squirrels.”  Someone 

once said the only squirrel you can keep off your bird feeder is a 

dumb one.  I have had the best luck with a can shaped baffle 

that can ride up the feeder 

pole.  The squirrel goes up 

the pole and into the baffle 

pushing it up the pole as he 

goes.  He gets to the level of 

the feeder but then can’t 

get out of the baffle.   

This type of baffle isn’t 

inexpensive, but recently I 

saw an article suggesting 

using those plastic pots that our plants come in from the green 

houses.  Select a larger one, one that a squirrel will fit into. 

Turn it upside down and slip in on to the feeder pole.  Slide it 

up about three feet, and place a zip tie around to pole to keep 

the pot from sliding down.  Then sit back and watch as those 

pesky squirrels get stuck inside the pot while trying for the seed 

in the feeder.  If it wears out, just get another pot. 

 

Say YES to Caladiums! 

 Many of you approach container gardening with a vision 

and get good results.  Last year my vision was blurred by a 

well-priced bag of caladiums that Costco 

offered, which led to impulse buying – no 

plan, no vision.  

 In the past I have planted 

caladium bulbs, or tubers, in the ground 

with hostas or begonias.  But, last year I 

planted pink, white and red caladium 

bulbs in containers.  The bag I bought 

contained a mix of colors so I didn’t 

know what color would appear in which 
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container.  I mixed them with begonias and impatiens.  The 

impatiens went well with the caladiums…the begonias not so 

much.  However, I fell in love with a caladium/coleus 

combination.  Now my new container planting formula is:   

Containers = Costco + Caladiums + Coleus. 

 Caladiums like heat, moisture and filtered sun/shade.  

Some of the new varieties are more sun tolerant.   The bulbs 

should be planted bumpy side up, and need good drainage to 

prevent root rot.  Although I buy the bare bulbs, purchasing 

caladium plants at your local nursery is a great way to see the 

exact color combinations you want to complete your vision. 

Photo and article by Donna Cottingham, Master Naturalist 

 

     December Sign Up       

          Information 

If you would like to participate in any 

of the events below, please contact 

the chairperson listed: 

 

December 2 – Bickford/Spring Arbor Workshop, p 6 

Linda O’Mara – lindaomara1@gmail.com 

 

December 3-4 – Decorate Salisbury Entrances, p 7 

 Barbara Metz - H 794-6376   C 513-310-5356 

      or Lorna Boucher - lorna.boucher710@gmail.com 

 

December 7 - Midlothian Post Office Workday – 10 AM 

 Barbara Metz - barbarahmetz@yahoo.com  

 or Kerri Butler - elanamoo1@hotmail.com  

 

December 17 – Midlothian Fire Station – 10 AM 

 Meg Winn – winn.meg@gmail.com 
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             Next Month’s Meeting- December 16, 2020 

               Episcopal Church of the Redeemer & Virtually on ZOOM 

                               (See Yearbook page 88-90 for details) 

 

   PROGRAM; “Holiday Sparkle” 

                                    Design Demonstration 

                                            by 

                                      Kathy Ward 

                            NGC Flower Show Judge 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

    DECEMBER EVENTS  

1 DEADLINE for District Awards Submissions 

1-31 GardenFest of Lights continues – LGBG  

2 Bickford & Spring Arbor Workshop – 2 pm    CP14, 23 

2 SGC Christmas Dinner Party - CANCELED 

3-4 Decorate Salisbury Entrances – 10 AM              CP10 

7 Midlothian Post Office Workday – 10 AM CP7 

9 SGC Board Meeting – 11 AM 

16 SGC General Meeting (Exhibits) 10 AM CP4 

     Program: “Holiday Sparkle” by Kathy Ward    

17 Midlothian Fire Station Workday – 10 AM           CP16 
 

 

Newsletter Editor:  Linda Nau, naule@aol.com 
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